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About Japan

Chanika Jayasinghe<hy (H24%(E)
Lecturer, Department of Zoology, the Open
University of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka

| was among the few luckiest students
who got selected for the MEXT
scholarship. Japan has always been a

dream country for most of the Sri
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Lankans including myself. It was indeed a
great opportunity for me enter Osaka
University which is one of the world’s best
Universities. | was selected for Master
Course conducted by the Integrated
Science conducted by the graduate
School of Osaka University.

[t was chilled spring night, | arrived to
Japan. | was welcomed by Head of the lab
which | got the placement. | was surprised
by the kindness and humbleness of
supervisor for coming all the way from
Suita to Kanasi to pick me up from the
Airport. Beauty of Japan, kindness and
hospitality of its people gave me courage
to survive in a new place far away from
my family and my country. The friends |
met in International center played a major
role in helping me to get adapted to the
new culture and new people. | started my
lab work from next day | arrived to Japan.
Laboratory of Epigenetics of Institute
for Protein Research became my home
for the next two and half years | spent in
Japan. My lab members were my family
without whom | would never be able to
survive.

| started learning, katakana, hiragana,
kanji during the day time at the
collaborative centre, and | learnt the
language of research during the
afternoon under the guidance of
associated Professor in our laboratory. |
was trained for research from the very
basic practical and theoretical aspects
which reflected the best training in Osaka
University. Lectures, seminars about the
cutting edges science conducted by the

,30,

graduate school motivated me to give me
an insight about world newest findings. |
was exposed to the world class research
conducted in Osaka University. Very
soon research became part of my life. |
started seeing the beauty of research.
| owe a special thanks to seniors in my
lab for guiding me and nurturing me as a
good researcher. Life in Osaka University
was not only concentrated on research,
but also a platform to improve my soft
skills. During the educational periods my
presentation and scientific writing skills
were improved by participating in various
research conferences. Further, the
opportunity was given to communicate
with the best researchers in the world
which shed light to my research career.

In addition to research and education,
numerous cultural events at Osaka
University provided me the opportunity
to learn the culture and to experience
the cultural difference in both countries.
Japanese culture was no longer an alien
to me as we grew watching Japanese
tele series in our country. | was fortunate
enough to experience this marvelous
culture for real. Hanami, was so popular
in Osaka University, and it was one of
the occasions | enjoyed a lot. Gathering
under a blossomed sakura tree enjoying
a unique Japanese food and drink
gave the unforgettable memory at
Osaka University. Momiji, at Osaka was
incredible beautiful and memory will last
forever.
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